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LAS VEGAS (July 17, 2019) - Eight-division champion Manny "PacMan" Pacquiao and unbeaten 

welterweight world champion Keith "One Time" Thurman went face-to-face Wednesday at the final 

press conference before their blockbuster showdown that headlines the Premier Boxing Champions 

on FOX Sports Pay-Per-View this Saturday night from the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas.  

  

Also in attendance at the press conference and going face-to-face Wednesday were welterweights 

Omar "El Panterita" Figueroa and Yordenis Ugás, who meet in a 12-round WBC title eliminator, former 

champion Sergey Lipinets and John "The Gladiator" Molina Jr, who go toe-to-toe in a 10-round 

welterweight match, plus former bantamweight champions Luis "Pantera" Nery and Juan Carlos 

Payano, who meet in a 12-round bout. The pay-per-view begins at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT.  

  

Prior to the press conference, the pay-per-view undercard fighters participated in media workouts 

along with fighters competing on FOX PBC Fight Night preceding the pay-per-view. That show is 

headlined by undefeated IBF Super Middleweight World Champion Caleb "Sweethands" Plant and 

unbeaten Mike Lee, plus unbeaten heavyweights Efe Ajagba and Ali Eren Demirezen.  

  

Tickets for the event, which is promoted by MP Promotions, Mayweather Promotions and TGB 

Promotions, are on sale now and can be purchased online through AXS.com, charge by phone at 

866-740-7711 or in person at any MGM Resorts International box office. Plant vs. Lee is presented by 

Sweethands Promotions and TGB Promotions.  

  

Here's what the fighters had to say on Wednesday. 

  

MANNY PACQUIAO 

  

"For me nothing is personal. I have to do my job and there is nothing personal with him. Our job is to 

fight and he has to prove something, and I have to prove something. That's why I'm so motivated for 

this fight and this training camp. It's also my first time fighting on FOX Sports Pay-Per-View, so I'm 

excited to fight on Saturday. 

  

"I'm just always smiling no matter what Keith says. It's easy to say things, but it's not easy to do it in 

the ring. I've been in this sport longer than Keith Thurman, so my experience will be the difference.  

  

 



 

"This is going to be an exciting fight and a once-in-a-lifetime fight. Like he has said, there is going to 

be a lot of action in the ring. I respect my opponent because we both believe we can give a good fight 

to the fans. That's our first concern. The fans and the enjoyment of the fans. 

  

"That's Thurman's style to talk a lot. Like I said, it gives me more motivation to focus, and it has helped 

me a lot leading up to this fight.  

  

"I'm not predicting a knockout for this fight, but we did our best in this training camp. I'm focused and 

motivated, so we'll see. I'll do my best to make the fans happy. 

    

"My feeling right now is happiness and excitement to prove that at the age of 40, I can still show my 

best. 

  

"Boxing is my passion. I love to play basketball, but you are a team, you don't know which people are 

shooting, you or your teammates. Boxing is you alone. When people are cheering for you, it is for you. 

  

"We did our best in training and I believe we are physically ready, as well as spiritually ready. I expect 

a good fight so tune-in Saturday. The way Thurman spoke today, I hope he will live up to it on 

Saturday." 

  

KEITH THURMAN  

 

"I'm looking forward to the fight. I'm looking forward to the final moment when my hand is raised. It's 

been a build-up and a progression my whole career toward this moment on Saturday night. 

  

"Manny isn't going to do anything. With the little 'T-Rex' arms. He's about to get beat up. I get to punch 

a Senator in the face and he's going to feel it. If he's upset about it, he can do something about it 

Saturday night. It's called swing, swing, swing baby. 

  

"I'm a winner in life, and to bet on myself to win in the opening rounds, it makes me do what I said 

earlier, which is swing, swing, swing. You've got to swing to hit a home run. You can't just sit there and 

pump fake all day. 

  

 



 

"It's an honor to be here at MGM Grand. I'm truly looking forward to this fight. We've had a 

terrific, terrific training camp. 

  

"I say I'm going to put him to sleep because I've got power. I want to remind the world of something. 

Something very simple: I'm Keith 'One Time' Thurman. I have the name for a reason. Not a short 

season. 

  

"I feel like I've made boxing history. When I beat Danny Garcia, we were two undefeated welterweight 

champions. In boxing history, there haven't been many times when WBA and the WBC was unified 

with two undefeated welterweights. But, I don't think it's enough to really solidify a legacy. So, I do 

need the victory to further my own personal legacy come Saturday night. 

  

"Do you understand people fight in the street for no money? I'm living a dream to be on this stage, to 

be on this platform, to have this camera, this camera, that camera, all in front of me. 

  

"This really is the outcome of an individual living out their dream. It all comes together on Saturday 

night. 

  

"I've been saying it over and over again, don't be surprised if Manny Pacquiao goes night-night." 

 

OMAR FIGUEROA  

  

"I have never prepared better than I have for this fight and I am ready to prove that Saturday night.  

  

"It means the world to me to be in this position, especially because of all of the injuries I've had and 

the setbacks. It's my third fight in almost four years. I am just grateful for this opportunity.  

  

"Everything is going well for me including in my last fight. There's often something that happens, but 

thankfully this camp I have been completely healthy. We were very smart in camp. We were very 

careful. We sparred the rounds that felt like we needed to spar. I closed camp with 12 hard rounds 

and I haven't been able to do that in a while because of injuries. It just feels good mentally and all 

around. I don't think I have ever been in a better place.  

  

 



 

"Fighting gets my juices flowing. I feel like I was born to fight. I have been doing this for 24 years now. 

This is what I live for.  

  

"This camp I've felt great. I was healthy and I did exactly what I needed to do inside the ring as far as 

sparring and everything. I took care of my hands and my body. Mentally I'm at the best place I've ever 

been. 

  

"My close people know that I'm taking this extremely serious. They see how I am in camp. I've been 

doing this for 24 years and it takes a toll on the body. For this fight, I'm healthy and everything is 

looking good. I'm probably on weight right now, and if not I still have more than enough time. 

  

"If I stay healthy during the fight, it's not going the distance."  

 

YORDENIS UGAS  

 

"I'm really happy to get a second opportunity to earn a world title shot. What happened against Shawn 

Porter is in the past and I'm only looking into the future, which is Saturday night.  

  

"Omar Figueroa is a very strong fighter who throws a lot of punches. I believe his fighting style in 

combination with mine will make a very exciting fight.  

  

"A win will put me back in contention for a world title shot, which is what I want. I see the fight as 50/50 

but I am only focused on my fight, nothing beyond it.  

  

"I predict that I will win. I'm going to give it all I've got. No matter If it goes the full 12 rounds, I am 

going to fight hard for every send. 

  

"There are many other good Cuban fighters such as Erislandy Lara, Luis Ortiz and so on, but I feel as 

though I am the best. It's up to me to prove it.  

  

"I am focused on my fight right now but either Shawn Porter or Errol Spence Jr. has a good shot of 

winning and I would absolutely be ready to face either one."   

 

 

 



 

SERGEY LIPINETS  

 

"I'm very happy and I'm excited that I have this opportunity to fight on a show like this. I'm one 

hundred percent prepared for this fight, and I believe John is ready to fight as well. So I know it's going 

to end up being a great fight.  

  

"If someone were to tell me two years ago to imagine myself on this stage, I would never believe it. 

But, I'm here now and I'm here to make a statement. Everyone is going to be happy to see this fight.  

  

"We changed corners as you know. Joe is in my corner right now and I'm very excited. It motivates me 

and he gives me a new boxing game and teaches me things that I've never even thought about. When 

it comes to John Molina Jr., whatever he brings into the ring, we have an answer to. There's not going 

to be any question marks.  

  

"Well ironically, we started here in the U.S. first at Joe's gym. Finally, we came full circle and I chose 

to go back to Joe. 

  

"Joe Goossen made me a different fighter. My defense got way better. I'm punching in a way where 

I'm hurting people more and that's just what Joe Goossen does. 

  

"Making weight is all about discipline, what you eat, how you maintain your weight outside of the ring 

and that's what we do. If you are a professional athlete that's what you do. I'm still maintaining my life 

style. 

  

"I have Joe Goossen right now as my lead trainer, so I feel very confident. Prior to the Lamont 

Petersons fight, he got me in the gym and gave me a new way of fighting and I believe you saw that in 

the fight with Lamont Peterson. I'm trying to carry on that momentum into the fight with Molina. It's 

going to be a great fight and no one is going to be disappointed." 

 

JOHN MOLINA JR.  

 

"It's very special to be a part of this platform. I love what I do. I love putting on for all of the fans and 

Saturday night is going to be a great night of fights. 

  

 



 

"This is my job. I have been here before a million times and now it's time for me to do my job on 

Saturday. Lipinets has a style that excites me because of what I can do as well to make this a great 

fight. The fans are in for a treat.  

  

"He's a tough guy and he's going to come forward. I'm not going to have to go find him. I'm very 

excited about the fight. He's going to be a good opponent and it's going to be a good fight. 

  

"My strong points are my power and my will to win. I look to do my job and I'm always in a position to 

do it. I'm always in a position to showcase to the world why I'm here.  

  

"Lipinets is a tough guy and he he fared well against Mikey Garcia who's one of the best, so he's 

definitely a good fighter. I need to be sharp and use my experience to take advantage of him. 

  

"I've been in there with the best. I've been in there with everybody. There's nothing that man can do 

Saturday night that's going to surprise me. So it's up to me to capitalize on that and take advantage of 

it. 

  

"I love the fact that the fans respect my craft and what I do. Because I put my everything into this fight 

game. Everything that I've ever earned and that I've grinded for it. This is why I give my all every time.  

  

"I am going to use my experience to my advantage and I am going to come out on top." 

 

LUIS NERY  

  

"I am very honored to be here especially with all of my Mexican fans and all of my fans from around 

the world. I am very pleased and thankful to be on such a great card with Manny Pacquiao and Keith 

Thurman.  

  

"My strength and power comes from my heart. It will all be on display Saturday night. 

  

"We are going to go straight at Payano. We are going to put the pressure on. We are going to go for 

the knockout, if it doesn't come, we had a great camp in Puerto Rico and we are ready for whatever 

he brings to the table."  

  



 

"Being on this card means a lot. First I was on the Errol Spence vs. Mikey Garcia card, now its Manny 

Pacquiao vs Keith Thurman. I look forward to going after (WBC 118-pound champ) Nordine Oubaali, 

who has the title I used to hold. 

  

"I don't think Nordine Oubaali fought well at all. He's a good fighter but I don't see him doing well in the 

ring with me. That's my title and I'm going to win it back, 100 percent. He's the champion but that's my 

title and I'm ready for the opportunity and he's going to have to step his game up when he gets in the 

ring with me." 

  

JUAN CARLOS PAYANO 

  

"I am very honored to be on this card. It is a very exciting card with both Pacquiao and Thurman, 

which will be a great fight. I am honored to be able to be fight for the chance to become world 

champion again.  

  

"My goal is to become champion once again. I am very prepared and have worked extremely hard 

over the years for this chance.  

  

"This is going to be a great fight for the fans and that's what I'm all about. I have the skills and the 

determination to beat any fighter in the division. I have to show my improvement on Saturday.  

  

"It is no secret that Nery is a power puncher, but it is not the first power puncher I have fought and it 

certainly won't be the last. On Saturday night two warriors are going to get up there but only one is 

going to walk out victorious. I look forward to being the victorious one."   

 

 

#          #          # 

 

  

ABOUT PACQUIAO VS. THURMAN 

Order the PPV and visit PremierBoxingChampions.com for Fight Night Info and more on Manny 

Pacquiao and Keith Thurman.  

  

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TgQYpMv3wHf7-1WGq2FuFPIP9-_mAEY0OLPkUNhzVM1heU1g3lKy8GlV02YGF5eMRnary2vQ-wm5GXTfHWzPz57WqwowSFD7CslBsa6rivprRT_hHw4p2LX63pns1OuVSnL2sUOlte3MeT-mqzxoe1gH36QDAz8eWOx4Tc6axpZctmaRkE6aA8H9T6cTsx0clp8-b3_trC8yCowG8syJhi9bjrUNl7o3r3MmcWgvONKpeiByM7YeMA==&c=MgLytUJEuj6ysKA21NDPfFFuBF9PBvYud5kwPebQuYLCx_JtmcuEZw==&ch=01oZdkF-siJdKYup8xEI5Lbz7XZw6IfCIqxbWowOqsTcW6K56sQPbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TgQYpMv3wHf7-1WGq2FuFPIP9-_mAEY0OLPkUNhzVM1heU1g3lKy8LC-oV5YljqFbMOVfOa6UClqJQDruuSqyVRKZnOhDZmK7GXCh7Fto2XFTxvb5pgnS3Ze99q75L9CMGROcjVJZTX_Gw9iGQizKKQFAyo7Eni99JnXCqDhKHVU-ET8Vhp5dAsF1tPBHVPP&c=MgLytUJEuj6ysKA21NDPfFFuBF9PBvYud5kwPebQuYLCx_JtmcuEZw==&ch=01oZdkF-siJdKYup8xEI5Lbz7XZw6IfCIqxbWowOqsTcW6K56sQPbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TgQYpMv3wHf7-1WGq2FuFPIP9-_mAEY0OLPkUNhzVM1heU1g3lKy8GlV02YGF5eM7rcShUgeqDQxvksQeKaov-cr8OWXKYeFLEvSI6dBa-5DfzOQVCbv__ZJ8JiZ1J4ftAq3_Kf-FPAmfbJD_WXXsotKNCYODct0GHldMZLp993YUQS63L8vhY7a0x6frX7Hz9-CK1iRsUJ0kfiSPoDjwjKepE_gY-t9eLhpF8IOKTc=&c=MgLytUJEuj6ysKA21NDPfFFuBF9PBvYud5kwPebQuYLCx_JtmcuEZw==&ch=01oZdkF-siJdKYup8xEI5Lbz7XZw6IfCIqxbWowOqsTcW6K56sQPbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TgQYpMv3wHf7-1WGq2FuFPIP9-_mAEY0OLPkUNhzVM1heU1g3lKy8GlV02YGF5eMYogKeVjnl5uzqHiWxQk2xi2o_BhyrBwogIe7u9hg0jTqObTOXb-gB25422YDCsczXjoxlFwtiiumjWZaheg_FboK0sNMhxrMkB0BWcgHL0jUGkETXyj37T2eCqpycTpNExW2qAr2pSa9Y72WxBBvQg==&c=MgLytUJEuj6ysKA21NDPfFFuBF9PBvYud5kwPebQuYLCx_JtmcuEZw==&ch=01oZdkF-siJdKYup8xEI5Lbz7XZw6IfCIqxbWowOqsTcW6K56sQPbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TgQYpMv3wHf7-1WGq2FuFPIP9-_mAEY0OLPkUNhzVM1heU1g3lKy8GlV02YGF5eMYogKeVjnl5uzqHiWxQk2xi2o_BhyrBwogIe7u9hg0jTqObTOXb-gB25422YDCsczXjoxlFwtiiumjWZaheg_FboK0sNMhxrMkB0BWcgHL0jUGkETXyj37T2eCqpycTpNExW2qAr2pSa9Y72WxBBvQg==&c=MgLytUJEuj6ysKA21NDPfFFuBF9PBvYud5kwPebQuYLCx_JtmcuEZw==&ch=01oZdkF-siJdKYup8xEI5Lbz7XZw6IfCIqxbWowOqsTcW6K56sQPbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TgQYpMv3wHf7-1WGq2FuFPIP9-_mAEY0OLPkUNhzVM1heU1g3lKy8GlV02YGF5eMyX11zOFJirituBuTedHx0UMfICjYsNxTVMtvR_KGZ9t5QL0L6XKv7jQdSeh4SV3PxCLSOrfDlawNxyqM0zAw-9l_-AKPuVQOvo20099ed9UR3CTowDBCvLg-a9a3WjI9P1mzx9rMXe6y6mn6HPw6WQ==&c=MgLytUJEuj6ysKA21NDPfFFuBF9PBvYud5kwPebQuYLCx_JtmcuEZw==&ch=01oZdkF-siJdKYup8xEI5Lbz7XZw6IfCIqxbWowOqsTcW6K56sQPbg==


 

Pacquiao vs. Thurman will pit boxing's only eight-division world champion and Philippine Senator 

Manny "Pac Man" Pacquiao against undefeated WBA Welterweight World Champion Keith "One 

Time" Thurman in the main event of a Premier Boxing Champions on FOX Sports Pay-Per-View event 

Saturday, July 20 from the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas. 

  

The pay-per-view begins at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT and will also feature undefeated former world 

champion Omar "El Panterita" Figueroa Jr. taking on Yordenis Ugás in a WBC welterweight title 

eliminator, plus hard-hitting former world champion Sergey Lipinets goes toe-to-toe against rugged 

veteran John "The Gladiator" Molina, Jr. and undefeated power-puncher Luis "Pantera" Nery faces 

slick-boxing Juan Carlos Payano in a bantamweight bout. 

  

Tickets for the event are on sale now and can be purchased online through AXS.com, charge by 

phone at 866-740-7711 or in person at any MGM Resorts International box office. 

  

For more information: visit www.premierboxingchampions.com, 

http://www.foxsports.com/presspass/homepageand www.foxdeportes.com, follow on Twitter 

@PremierBoxing, @PBConFOX, @FOXSports, @FOXDeportes, @TGBPromotions and 

@Swanson_Comm or become a fan on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/PremierBoxingChampions, 

www.facebook.com/foxsports & www.facebook.com/foxdeportes.  

  

CONTACTS:  

Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500, contact@swansonpr.com 

Tim Smith, Premier Boxing Champions: timothy@haymonboxing.com 

Nicole Craig, Mayweather Promotions: (702) 807-1788 

TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001 

John Stouffer, FOX Sports: john.stouffer@fox.com 

Benjamin Spencer, FOX Deportes: benjamin.spencer@fox.com 

Fred Sternburg, Manny Pacquiao: Toofred@aol.com, (303) 548-0707 

Hanna Bolte, Keith Thurman: Hanna@boltemedia.com, (310) 497-5586  

Katharine Sherrer, MGM Resorts International: (702) 692-6700 
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